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Delta Smyth Obituary

elta Wayne Smyth, a 20th century fixture on
Olympia’s working waterfront, died on October 16,
2019 at home at the age of 96.  Smyth was a mill

owner, engineer, World War II veteran, sailor, civic leader,
boat builder and devoted family man who left his mark on
West Bay Drive and beyond.
  Smyth was born in Olympia, Washington, the first son of
Delta Victor Smyth, whose many Olympia-based tugboats
hauled logs and oysters throughout Puget Sound, and Ruth
(Van Eaton) Smyth, who was part of the extended Schmidt
family, founders and managers of the Olympia Brewing Co.
  Living on Olympia’s west side, Smyth began working in his
father’s tugboat maintenance shop after school and
weekends at the age of 12. He began building steam engines
at the age of 15 and soon converted a 16-foot rowboat into
a steam-powered boat. He graduated from Olympia High
School in 1941, enrolled at the University of Washington to
study engineering, enlisted in the U.S. Navy, continued his
engineering studies and then trained as an officer at the
U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis.
  He was assigned to the USS McKean, part of the massive
naval fleet that prepared to invade Japan. However, the
atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki led to the
surrender of Japan and the USS McKean was assigned “bird
dog duty” on the islands near Okinawa, making contact
with enclaves of Japanese soldiers who were still unaware
that the war had ended.
  After the war, Smyth completed his degree at the
University of Washington, then moved to Maryland, where
he went to work for Westinghouse Corp. and, more
importantly, rekindled his friendship with an old Olympia
High School friend, Jean D. Bridges, a nurse working in
Baltimore, Maryland. They married on November 12, 1947
in Edmonton, Maryland.
  In 1950, the couple moved back to Olympia so Smyth, 26,
could learn the lumber business and help his father operate
Delson Lumber, a mill on Olympia’s West Bay Drive
purchased in 1945.
  In 1958, the Smyth’s first child, Delta Tucker was born,
followed by their daughter, Sarah, in 1960. Smyth’s father,
Delta Victor Smyth had a stroke in 1961 and the oldest son
bought his father’s shares in Delson Lumber. At its peak, the
mill had 150 employees and sold lumber throughout the
United States and overseas.
  In 1972, Smyth purchased land in Mason County, south of
Shelton, and built Little Skookum Lumber, which eventually
specialized in cedar siding, fencing and decking. Delson
Lumber ceased operations in 1982, but was leased three
years later by WTD Industries, which ran the mill until
1990. The twelve acres of mill property stayed with the
Smyth family and was rezoned for redevelopment. Today,
the property is home to Smyth Landing, a residential and
commercial condominium complex with a waterfront park
on the former footprint of the former Delson Lumber
millsite. Skookum Lumber, rebuilt after two devastating
fires, was sold in 2000 to Welco Lumber Company, and is
still operating today by a successor to Welco Lumber.
  Smyth was also engaged in his community in a variety of
ways. He was a founding board member of the (Providence)
St. Peter Foundation, serving for twenty-five years. He was
one of the first board members of the South Puget Sound
Community Foundation and served on the St. Martin’s
College (University) board of directors for a year. He also
served on the vestry at St. John’s Episcopal Church for many
years.  He was appointed to the Washington State Canal
Commission by Gov. Daniel J. Evans, tasked with exploring
the idea of digging a canal to connect South Puget Sound to
the Columbia River. He worked on a variety of timber-
related boards, including the West Coast Lumber Inspection
Bureau (1968-2000), the North American Wholesale Lumber
Association board and the Northwest Independent Forest
Manufacturers Association Board.
  Smyth was an avid recreational and competitive sailor. He
owned several boats through the years, including the
Cygnet, a Nautor Swan 38 built in Finland, and the
Swansong, a 42’ Swan. His son, Tucker is still racing his
most recent sailboat, The Silverheels. While his father,
Delta V. Smyth’s fleet of some 35 tugboats from the early
20th century is mostly gone, the Parthia and Sandman have
been restored and are crown jewels of Olympia’s annual
Harbor Days tugboat races. The winner’s trophy for the race
is named the Delta V. Smyth Cup, in memory of Smyth’s
father.
  Delta Wayne Smyth is survived by his wife, Jean D. Smyth,
his brother, Robert M. Smyth, his sister, Harriett A.
Pitsenbarger, his son, Delta Tucker Smyth, his daughter,
Sarah Wayne Smyth McIntosh and, his son-in-law, Gary E.
McIntosh. There will be a private grave side service for
immediate family and a public memorial service will be
held at South Sound Manor Event Center, 455 North St SE,
Tumwater, WA on Friday October 25, 2019 at 12:30pm.
No flowers please, rather, donations to St. Christopher
Community Church (http://stchristopherolympia.org/) or
St. John's Episcopal Church (https://www.stjohnsoly.org/) in
his honor would be appreciated. If you would like to be
notified about the date and place of the public memorial,
please contact the family at smythlanding@gmail.com.
Please share memories at www.FuneralAlternatives.org.

To plant trees in memory, please visit the Sympathy Store.
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Memorial Events
for Delta Smyth

To offer your sympathy during this difficult time, you can now have memorial trees
planted in a National Forest in memory of your loved one.

Plant Trees

Funeral services provided by:

Funeral Alternatives of Washington - Tumwater

455 North Street SE, Tumwater, WA 98501

Call: (360) 523-2489
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Sarah, Tucker and family-
I am so sorry for your loss. Wayne was an impressive man. Intelligent,
kind, industrious and generous. He lived a great life and made a huge
impact in the business world and in the community. He will be missed
greatly. God bless you.

I always wondered what the "D" stood for. Thankful for his many years of
community support. Condolences to his family and friends.

I am so sad to hear that Wayne has passed on to a much higher place. I will
miss, his wisdom, generosity and the love of life he shared with all of
those who were privileged to have known him!

…will
empower
wounded
warriors.
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Collect and share memories of
Delta on We Remember®
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How to support Delta's loved ones

Attending a Funeral: What to Know

You have funeral questions, we have answers.

Read more

Should I Send Sympathy Flowers?

What kind of arrangement is appropriate, where should
you send it, and when should you send an alternative?

Read more

What Should I Write in a Sympathy Card?

We'll help you find the right words to comfort your family
member or loved one during this difficult time.

Read more

Poems of Mourning and Comfort

The best poems for funerals, memorial services., and
cards.

Read more

View All

Resources to help you cope with loss

How to Cope With Grief

Information and advice to help you cope with
the death of someone important to you.

Read more

Estate Settlement Guide

If you’re in charge of handling the affairs for a
recently deceased loved one, this guide offers
a helpful checklist.

Read more

How to Write an Obituary

Need help writing an obituary? Here's a step-
by-step guide...

Read more

Obituaries, grief & privacy: Legacy’s
news editor on NPR podcast

Legacy's Linnea Crowther discusses how
families talk about causes of death in the
obituaries they write.

Read more

View All

Ways to honor Delta Smyth's life and legacy

Obituary Examples

You may find these well-written obituary examples
helpful as you write about your own family.

Read more

How to Write an Obituary

Need help writing an obituary? Here's a step-by-step
guide...

Read more

Obituary Templates – Customizable Examples
and Samples

These free blank templates make writing an obituary
faster and easier.

Read more

How Do I Write a Eulogy?

Some basic help and starters when you have to write a
tribute to someone you love.

Read more

View All

Recent deaths in the news

Colleen Jones (1959–2025), world
champion Canadian curler

Read more

George Altman (1933–2025),
three-time Chicago Cubs All-Star

Read more

Dharmendra (1935–2025),
Bollywood’s “He-Man”

Read more

Viola Ford Fletcher (1914–2025),
Tulsa Race Massacre survivor

Read more

View All

More ways to support the family

Show your sympathy by sending flowers.

Send Your Arrangement

Plant a tree in memory of Delta.

Choose Your Tree

Dedicate a star in Delta's name.

Name a Star

Donate to charity in honor of Delta.

Make a Donation

Visit the Sympathy Shop
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